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Central ^Hungarian Army Artillery Ordnance Depot in Budapest 
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n to 10 deotenber 1951 the Central Hungarian Army Artillery Ordnance Depot ? | 

I was located in Budapest Ha It was situated on the premises ol the 
Vrdnaice depot ot d ie former Hungarian Army* which w$s badly damaged by air raids dur^ 
“he war* The majority of the buildings of the depot were newly constructed 0 \X) 

:-o^ot furnished supplies to the Hungarian Army and the security troops o The depot also 
did major repair work on guns 0 It was controlled by a section of the Jar Department 0 
The responsibilities of its commander corresponded to those of a regimental commander, 


^ The depot was organized into the headquarters , 1 guard company* 1 armorer-artificer * 
maintenance KCO candidate and ordnance officer school* 1 spare parts section* 1 

receiving section* 1 administration of the infantry weapons depot and 1 of the 25X1 
artillery equipment parko 


The guard company commanded by Lieutenant Rezsoe Katona* infantry* was organized into 
the headquarters and three platoons* each of which included three squads comprising 
one squad loader and 10 ELlo The company had two officers and l£l EI7* about UO of whom 
were assigned to various sections of the depot as clerks and stock adrainistrators 0 
llottfen&ul Lajos Tischler, infantry* a former mine worker* was the political of fir or 
of tl 3 guard companyo 25X1 
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who were instructed in repairing artillery equi pnent* .&ch course lasted 
eight months ^ six of which were spent with theoretical indoctrination and 
two with practical instruction in the workshops* According to their 
qualifications , the participants wore discharged on the completion of the 
courses cither as^ officers or NCGs* The actual courses were to bo tormina ted 
in October 1951* They were the third cycle of courses of this type held at 
the depot* The participants in the course for ordnance officers, wliich 
started in August 1951 and numbered alxmt 50 officers s included officers of 
all branches of service^ including air force. officers* Everyone at the school 
wore a golden f *T tt on their epaulets* which were bordered with a golden cord* 

The spare p arts section con landed by 

~1 “'as staffed with the section director and If KJU This section placed 
orders for spare parts and other materials, st ored then and supervis ed the 
storage rooms 0 The receiving section commanded [ [ an 

officer of tho former arny, comprised about 20 EH* THo oonheri of this section 
received and Inspected the equipment supplied by the factories, distributed it 
to the individual depot sections* and corresponded with the military units to 
which weapons were allocated* 
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7o The infantry weapons depot was directed by a chief and had special supervisors 
in charge of the storage of pistols* rifles^ submachine Mins', light machine 
guns* and heavy machine guns* It also controlled an. ordnance repair shop,, with 
a labor force of about 20 dtl« Vfie never needed^ this shop was assigned civilian 
contract employees from the ordnance depot headquarters* The artillery equipment 
port was organised like that of the infantry weapons depot* It also controlled 
a separata repair shop* 


25X1 


8o The men of the guard company came from all parts of Hungary,, They included 

mcraiiers of tho 1926 class 0 The youngest belonged to the 1929 and 1931 classes* 

A great number of the men assigned to the depot wore red artillery service color* 
Source also saw men wearing green* red-and-whito ? and bordeaux service jolor* Tho 
men on guard duty were very careful because negligence while on guard duty was 
subject to severe penalties* In consequence of their long and arduous duty,, the 
men were fairly mood;/* The meals were good and well prepared* 


9 o A considerable number of weapons were stored in the open,, Hussies and 

breechblocks of these weapons were protected by covers 0 '-'he storehouses were 
fil ed to approximately half capacity* N umerous open air storage areas to s tor ft 
-EQZL i artillery oQulnmont were available* | [ f 

|tho weapons stored there included: about 1,500 model Ii8 x 

pistols | about 15,000 model UB x 7o62«mm rifles 5 about 13^000 model 
48 :: 7o62«m submachine guns with drum magazine - as far as | | 

determine, the weapons mentioned above v/ere manufactured at the T^rrtp ggy^-r lamp 
factory <> a former Hungarian weapons and machine factory, on borokc&ri Street, 
Budapest | 3*000 to U 5 .Q00 model k8 x ? c ,62«mm light machine guns with drum 
magazines.* some of which were Hungarian-made and xianuiactured at the above 
mentioned lamp factory; (2) very small quantities of Gorman model h£ machine guns 
and Hungarian VT T II model 8-m machine guns; about 150 x 02^mm mortars with round 
base plates; (3j about 150 x 120^m:i mortars mounted on two—wheelod carts with 
rubber tires; (4) about 200 JIungarian-raade U5-«m AT guns equipped with rubber 
tire wheels 5s split trail gun carriages and barrels without muzzle brakes and 
manufactured in Diosgyoer (R U9/J 87); (5) about 200 German and Hungarian 7H II 
model 75~ram AT guns; about 150 Hungarian-made 76-m AT guns, which were also made 
in biosgyoer and were equipped with barrels with pear-shaped nuzzle brakes, rubber 
tiro wheels and split trail gun carriages; (5) about 200 doviot-oade 122-mn 
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howitzers $ about 103 ^evict-made l$2-m howitzers 3 about 1|0 x 122-m guns 
equipped with barrels* longer than those of the howitzers, and compensators 
vertically installed on either side ox the barrels, about 2 $ of winch mounted 
muzzle brakes | (6) about 1*0 long-barrcled l$2«m (pans similar to the 12:. : *~nr.i 
pieces and also equipped with compensators ‘vertically installed on either side 
of the barrels;? about 20 of which mounted muzzle brakes 5 (6) about 103 1 runs 
of approximately lj.0 -mm with fumel-shaped muzzles,, mounted on four rubber tire 
wheels | (?) an unidentified number of heavy A A guns of about OjJ-nm* mounted on 
four rubber tire wheels; (8) and lU rocket launchers mounted on tlireo-axle 
trucks supporting eight parallel rails each* (9) 

10 o Twice 9 weap ons or equipment covered with canvas wore taken to a special 
25X1 storehouse p | II observed a large body 

similar to a large aircraft bomb under the covers 7 stabilizers projected from 
below the covers only on one side , Simultaneously* very long transvenso steel 
girders about 80 cm wide and lattice-shaped arrived at the storehouse (10) 

25X1 | | was not informed on whether these stool girders belonged to the bonb-shaped 

device 3 0 The equipment was taken to, unloaded at, and stored in* the depot by 
soldiers of the depot staff 0 The storehouse in which the equipment was stored was 
xuporvisec. by Major fi* Istvcfn Z&vor\ y artillery, who was of Russian background 
md spoke Hungarian v;ith a foreign accent*.. '• . 11 

Ho Besides the above mentioned weapons unidentified quantities of gun coK^onentc 
were stored in the ordnance depot* bourse also 1: new that over one thousand 
demijohns of about 20 liters containing a yellow oily liquid and inscribed with 
?, poisoi t! t?ore stored there* 


12 * Additional, weapons were constant" y shipped to ths ordnance depot* According to 
the supervisor of the infantry weapons depot ^ the weapons arriving at the depot 
monthly averaged about 200 pistols,, $00 rifles, $03 submachine .guns arxl 100 iirrht 
machine guns* hot more tlian 30 guns were supplied monthly* In one month, for 
instance*, the depot only received AT guns and, in another month, only 122~mm 
hewitsers and long-barreled 122~m guns,. No incoming shipments of heavy machine 
gu mb arid mortars were observed between March and September l?$l c , ,jL ’he rocket 
launchers cane in in early September 19$1 . | | crows to operate 

these weapons were still to be trained* Weapons were constantly distributed to 
military units* Source believed that the quantities of tlxe artillery equipment 
stored in the depot was .constantly kept at approximately the sane level* 

13o Besides the above mentioned courses, high-ranking officers of the Vfer Department 
were trained with all infantry and artillery weapons twice weekly* 

li±o Security troops wearing blue service color were also admitted to the depot when 
producing their identity cards and a special allocation slip* 
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(1) For lai r out™ketch of the depot, see An.iex 2a 

(2) Tlie »!iP> w rrodels arc believed to be imitations of Soviet-made weapons,. 

(3) pr o b ably S o vi et m ode 1 1937 or 19UI0 

(10 \ povict model 1930 or 1943 120-nra mortars- 

($) The manufacture of Hungarian-made guns in the former foies ‘forks in Didsgyoer and 
^ Chapel , which was mentioned in a previous report of lecomber 19$3* is confirmed * 

(6) Probably Soviet model 122-m field guns and 1$2— 33m gun howitzer s c Previous reports 


mentioned only 122-m field guns without nuzzle brakes* 
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(?) probably Soviet model 1939 li;:ht 37-m A:', guns* 

(3) Probably Soviet model 1939 or 19hh G^no AA guns* 
(9) Probably Soviet model H«13 132-rani rocket launchers 0 
(13) Possibly source saw guided missiles* 
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Legend to the Sketch of tho Central Amy Artillery Ordnance Popot in Budapest . 


1 - Entrance <> 

2 «• Single-story buildings about 25 x 10 meters 5 housing tho headquarters, the 

Party office , the spare parts section., the receiving section, the 
administration of the infantry weapons depots the administration of the 
artillery equipment park^ and tho room of the officer on duty Q 

3 * Storehouse for optical equipment, s ingle- storied, about 3a x 8 meters 0 
h - Garage £ single-story, about llj. x 6 meters « 

5 * Single-story buildings about US x 10 meters, containing tho fire brigade 

equipment and various storage rooms Q 

6 « Armorer«artificar, maintenance KCO a n d ordnance officer candidate school^ a 

four- story building* with the kitchen, the mss hall and tlie entertainment 
hall of the depot located oft tlse first floor 0 

7 «* Three-story building, not far from completion, to serve as billots for the 

guard company,* 

8 - Single-story building, about 25 x XL. x 12 meters, containing the gur^assesabling 

shop, the telephone switchboard and the paint storage room 0 

9 - Cloned entrance, 

10 « Under ground fuel dump, about 12 x 6 rasters* 

11 - Infantry weapons repair shop,, single-story* about 18 x XU x 7 meters « 

12 •» Single-story storehouse containing unidentified weapons * about 30 x 17 

asters, covered with a roof painted white. 

13 - Storehouse containing gun components such as barrels, breechblocks ecc** 

single-story ^ about 30 at 8 motors* 

lU '31u&ing shop^ single-storied, about 30 x 9 meters 0 

15 - Chr«e~story building* about 15 meters square, serving as billets for the guard 

oon^jany up to 10 September 1951 o 

16 « hide-loading ramp, about 30 meters long* 

1? «-* .Snd-loading ramp, 

18 — Railroad spur to the T'erencvaros railroad freight yard, constructed in 1951 o 

19 « Gil storehouse., singlo-storied. about 28 x 7 motero 0 

20 Dingle-story storehouse P about 20 x 8 meters, containing TJ II weapons of the 
former Hungarian and German armed forces a 

21 «» Safety embankment 0 

22 «• Destroyed building, surrounded by an embankment,. 

23 •» Charcoal storehouse, about 8x6 meters* 
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2 k ~ storehouse ^ single-storied,, about 30 x 10 rooters* 

2$ - aubmachine gun storehouse^ single- storied,* about 30 x 10 rooters,, 

26 - tight machine gun and pistol storehouse* single-storied^ about 30 r. 10 meters a 

21 « hmpty storehouse, single-storied 5 about 30 x 10 rooters 0 

28 Pour buildings under construction^ about 30 x 10 motors 0 

29 - Storage area for over one thousand demijohns containing a yellowish, oily 

liquid* 

30 - leraan « and Hungarian-made 75«m AT guns stored 0 

31 “* Storage area* about 300 x 2f>0 rasters $ with AT and AA guns * 

32 ■« storage area , about 300 x 100 rooters, with 12 2^roia and l52<^rora guns * 

^3 ^ Storage area ? about 200 x 80 meters ^ with 122— mm and 15>2— mm howitzers and 

roclret launchers* 

JU «* Workshop compound ^ about 2 l J x 12 niters , singlo-storied ?/ containing a carpentry sh* • 
a forge*, a lathe shop 5 an electrician ? s shop# etc 0 % an unoccupied watchtower# 
about 18 meters high, was set up on the east side of the building© 

35 “■ Single— story building# about 35 x 10 x 10 meters , housing the supply group, the 

dispensary, the ration storage room and the guard room© 

36 « About 2k stored vans from the former army stocks* 

3? Entrance for motor vehicles* 

38 « Young workers s town «Eakosi l&tyas% where apprentices livedo 

39 ** Optical plant* 

h0 •*» Athletic field of the lamp factory 0 

lil « Single-story storehouse for infantry ammunition,, about 3 meters square* 

A 

Ferroaroent sentries* 

ii. 

/ i - Mamed watchtowers 0 

1 jl... 

4> — Check point* 

The depot is enclosed by a wiro fence on its south and east sides and by a wall # 2*5 
meters high* on its west and north sides* Further security measures were not identified 
nor were air raid installations available,. 
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